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URING  the  year  1896  there  have  been  registered  : — 


168  Births  males,  81  females).  This  shows  a total  of 
10  less  than  last  year,  and  in  accordance  with  the  general  rule  in  this 
district,  the  males  are  in  excess  of  the  females. 


g2  Deaths  from  all  causes,  which  is  equal  to  iq’y  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  numbers  6,236  souls.  This  number  is  less  than 
that  for  the  last  10  years,  being  the  lowest  during  my  term  of  office, 
the  total  for  .each  year  running  as  follows  : — 1887,  in  deaths;  1888, 
93  ; 1889,  114;  1890,  118;  1891,  104;  1892,  122  ; 1893,  94;  1894, 
95  ; 1895,  100,  so  that  the  past  year  would  appear  to  be  the  healthiest 
that  I have  to  record.  41  deaths  occured  in  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
and  51  in  the  second  half ; the  small  number  of  deaths  in  the  first 
half  evidently  being  due  to  the  mild  open  winter,  which  was  remark- 
able for  the  great  absence  of  frost. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  92  Deaths,  53  were  males,  39  females.  29  were  Jo  years 
or  over  that  age  (17  males,  12  females),  10  being  80  years  or  over 
(6  males,  4 females),  one  male  being  90  years  old.  The  29  over  70 
years  of  age  averaged  77*3  years  each,  and  the  17  males  averaged  78*1 
years,  the  12  females  76’3  years  each. 

13  were  between  60  and  jo  years  (9  males,  4 females). 

The  mortality  beloiv  i year  of  age  amounted  to  19  (12  males, 
7 females),  2 less  than  last  year.  48  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
were  at  the  two  extremes  of  life,  and  61  of  the  92  deaths  occured 
below  I year  and  over  60  years  of  age,  leaving  31  deaths  to  be 
distributed  over  the  intervening  59  years.  All  these  statistics  run  very 
similarly  to  those  for  1895,  with  the  exception  that  in  all  cases  the 
numbers  are  rather  smaller,  owing  to  the  lower  death-rate.  Taking  a 
comprehensive  view  of  this  analysis  of  the  death-rate,  the  duration  of 
life  during  the  past  year  has  been  quite  as  long  as  usual,  and  the 
health  of  the  District  better  than  usual. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  B. 

Under  this  heading  we  have  to  record  30  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
8 cases  of  Diphtheria,  i case  of  Typhoid  Fever,  i case  of  Puerperal 
Fever,  and  12  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever — 6 cases  below,  and  24  above  5 years  of  age  are 
reported. 

Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a sporadic  nature,  many  of  them  the 
result  of  infection  lurking  about  Frogham,  which  had  gone 
undetected  owing  to  the  mild  character  of  the  disease  ; in  very  many 
instances,  the  child  being  hardly  ailing  and  the  rash  so  slight  that  it 
was  not  noticed.  In  one  instance,  father,  mother,  and  all  five  children 
caught  the  infection  from  such  a slight  case,  but  the  disease  was  very 
severe  in  this  instance,  and  many  of  the  family  were  ill  for  a long 
time.  As  it  happened  to  occur  in  one  of  the  Crown  Cottages  in  the 
middle  of  the  New  Forest,  isolation  and  disinfection  were  not  only 
easier  than  usual,  but  were  also  doubly  insisted  on  by  the  Crown 
Authorities,  in  conjunction  with  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

There  was  a separate  slight  outbreak  of  3 cases  at  Woodgreen, 
the  origin  of  which  I was  unable  to  trace.  One  of  the  cases  occuring 
at  a Laundry,  necessitated  much  extra  care  in  the  way  of  isolation  and 
disinfection,  but  no  bad  results  followed. 

Another  outbreak  occured  at  and  around  Ashford,  and  was  clearly 
traceable  to  a visitor  coming  down  from  London  and  staying  some 
time  at  a cottage,  3 weeks  after  a child  of  his  had  fallen  ill  with  the 
disease.  This  outbreak  caused  much  trouble  and  anxiety,  as  not  only 
were  many  of  the  victims  employed  in  some  Vineries  at  Ashford,  but 
others  were  employed  at  a Millinery  Establishment  in  the  town  of 
Fordingb ridge.  As  soon  as  I heard  of  the  outbreak,  I at  once  visited 
both  establishments  and  gave  most  careful  directions  as  to  isolation 
of  those  infected,  and  prevention  of  any  risk  of  infection  being  con- 
veyed either  to  the  fruit  or  the  clothes  in  either  establishment.  I am 
very  pleased  to  report  that,  not  only  did  no  spread  of  the  disease 
occur  from  the  original  victims,  but  also  that  no  infection  was  conveyed 
by  any  of  the  goods  sold  by  either  firm,  so  far  as  I have  been  able 
to  learn. 

Another  outbreak  occured  in  a house  at  Burgate,  and  owing  to 
the  insidious  way  in  which  the  disease  commenced,  the  nature  of  it 
was  overlooked  until  some  children  showed  the  rash.  The  father 
contracted  an  extremely  severe  attack  of  Quinsey,  to  which  disease  he 
is  liable,  and  just  as  he  began  to  recover,  3 of  the  children  fell  ill 
with  typical  Scarlet  Fever  rash.  One  child,  who  had  slept  with  her 
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sister  one  night,  when  she  was  fully  out  in  the  rash,  was  afterwards 
isolated,  and  never  showed  the  least  sign  of  the  disease  from  first  to 
last,  a strong  case,  I consider,  in  favour  of  Scarlet  Fever  not  being 
infectious  for  the  first  day  or  two  after  the  rash  appears.  Owing  to 
the  infectious  nature  of  the  throat  illness  in  this  outbreak  not 
being  recognized,  the  disease  spread,  in  a very  modified  form,  to  some 
neighbouring  cousins,  and  owing  to  the  very  slight  nature  of  the 
attack  in  their  case,  it  was  not  recognized  until  I investigated  the 
illness  and  declared  it  to  be  Scarlet  Fever.  One  child,  who  had  been 
to  school  for  one  day  after  her  very  slight  illness,  had  already  been 
removed,  but  in  that  short  time,  she  had  passed  on  the  infection  to  a 
fellow  scholar.  The  District  Council  decided  to  hold  a Special 
Meeting  on  the  subject  of  the  early  notification  of  infectious  diseases, 
under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases’  Act  (adopted  in  this 
Union  on  January  ist,  1890),  but  on  investigation  they  proved  that  all 
that  could  be  done  had  been  done,  in  this  epidemic  especially,  and 
could  only  suggest  that  the  personal  notification  of  the  outbreak  of 
Infectious  Disease  in  a house,  by  a private  person,  should  be  insisted 
on — a practice  which  had  not  prevailed  in  the  Union  up  to  the  p>resent 
time.  I suggested  and  drew  up  a handbill  on  the  subject,  which  the 
Council  caused  to  be  printed  and  circulated,  and  the  good  effects  of 
this  action  are  already  noticeable,  as  one  or  two  cases  that  I should 
not  otherwise  have  heard  of  have  come  to  my  notice. 

One  or  two  other  isolated  cases  occured  in  the  Town,  but  the 
origin  of  the  disease  in  these  cases  was  rather  obscure. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record,  that,  when  once  an  outbreak  was  fairly 
taken  in  hand,  no  further  cases  occured  from  that  centre  of  infection, 
also  that  I was  heartily  assisted  by  the  householders,  at  much  expense 
and  trouble,  in  the  attempt  to  isolate  the  cases,  and,  eventually,  in  the 
disinfection  of  the  houses  ; and  I must  again  repeat  that,  the  only 
reason  why  it  seems  impossible  to  really  stamp  out  the  disease,  is 
that  so  many  of  the  cases  are  so  slight,  that  they  are  not  recognized 
from  first  to  last  by  the  private  individuals  under  whose  notice  they 
come. 

Some  of  the  cases,  as  I have  said,  were  severe,  particularly  one  in 
which  Postpharyngeal  Abscess  supervened,  but  none  were  fatal. 

I could  not  help  being  more  than  ever  struck  with  the  fact,  that 
the  slightness  of  the  disease  in  one  case,  from  which  another  case  may 
become  infected,  is  no  criterion  at  all,  as  to  the  mildness  or  severity 
of  the  attack  in  the  second  instance. 

The  routine  isolation  and  disinfection,  which  I have  found  so 
successful  in  former  years,  was  again  carried  out,  with  the  happiest 
results. 
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Diphtheria — 8 cases  are  reported,  2 below,  6 above  5 years  of  age. 
All  isolated  cases,  mostly  mild,  and  no  one  directly  fatal. 

7\>phoid  Fever — One  fatal  case  occured  in  a man  who  had  been 
employed  in  picking  watercress  for  some  weeks,  previous  to  the  attack. 
He  came  to  the  Fordingbridge  Workhouse  very  ill,  and  the  disease 
there  developed,  and  soon  carried  him  off.  1 caused  special  investiga- 
tions to  be  made  into  the  history  of  the  case,  but  I could  in  no  way 
trace  the  origin  of  the  disease.  I also  prevented  the  sale  of  the 
watercress  during  such  time  as  any  infection  from  the  case  might  exist. 

Puerperal  Fever — i severe  case  occured,  but,  after  a long  and 
tedious  illness,  recovery  took  place,  i death  from  Puerperal Peritojiitis 
and  1 from  Genei'al  SepliccEmia,  6 weeks  after  confinement,  are 
reported. 

Erysipelas — i case  below,  11  above  5 years  of  age  occured.  Most 
weie  of  a very  mild  type,  although  3 or  4 were  of  the  severer  or 
phlegmonous  variety.  One  fatal  case  occured. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  B. 

Measles — 10  cases  below',  6 above  5 years  of  age  are  reported. 
These  were  a few  isolated  cases  that  occured  from  time  to  time  during 
the  )ear.  The  disease  was  epidemic  in  surrounding  parishes,  and  was 
very  general  at  Damerharn  during  the  late  summer,  but  few  cases, 
comparative!}-,  came  under  medical  treatment.  The  Day  and  Sunday 
Schools  were  closed  in  this  village,  for  some  weeks,  owing  to  the 
epidemic.  One  fatality  occured  in  this  Rural  District,  the  disease 
being  followed  by  Bronchitis. 

Difluenza — 7 cases  below,  45  above  5 years  of  age  are  reported. 
Cases  were  isolated,  and  the  disease  was  never  really  epidemic.  The 
disease,  with  complications,  proved  fatal  in  6 cases,  but  in  no  uncom- 
plicated case. 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fevers — Under  this  head  are  grouped  cases  of 
Fcbricula,  Varicella,  Mumps,  &c.,  and  3 cases  below,  23  above  5 years 
of  age  are  reported. 


OTHER  DISEASES. 

Dianhcea  and  Dysentery — 35  cases  are  reported  amongst  Pauper 
Patients,  1 1 below,  24  above  5 years  of  age.  This  shows  a decrease 
of  J I on  the  number  reported  in  1895,  and  is  lower  than  that  for  the 
last  3 years.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 
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Bronchial  and  Respiratory  Disorders — Under  this  head  are  included 
Phthisis,  Pleurisy,  Pneumonia,  Asthma,  Bronchitis,  and  Catarrh,  and 
amongst  Pauper  Patients,  45  cases  below,  104  above  5 years  of  age 
are  reported.  This  total  is  less  than  half  that  for  1895,  a fact  of 
itself  showing  the  very  good  state  of  health  of  the  District  during  the 
past  year.  1 1 deaths  from  Phthisis  are  recorded,  an  advance  of  3 on 
last  year,  i below,  10  above  5 years  of  age.  6 cases  are  returned  as 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis  (2  acute),  i of  Lary?igeal  Phthisis,  2 of  general 
Tuberculous,  i of  Tubercular  Afeningitis,  and  i of  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Kidneys. 

14  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Broncho- Pneumonia  are 
reported,  7 below,  7 above  5 years  of  age.  Adding  the  6 fatal  cases 
mentioned  under  Influenza  (complicated  with  lung  trouble),  we  find 
the  total  deaths  under  this  head  to  be  20 — that  is  2 less  than  in  1895  ; 
and  the  fatalities  from  Influenza  and  its  complications  are  3 less  than 
in  1895.  6 of  the  fatal  cases  were  due  to  Chronic  Bronchitis,  5 to 

Acute  Bronchitis  in  children,  2 to  Broncho- Pneumofiia,  and  i to  Catarrhal 
P neumo7iia. 

Hence  we  see  that  the  total  death-rate  from  Phthisis  and  all 
Respiratory  Disorders  is  31,  as  compared  with  30  for  1895,  the  deaths 
from  Phthisis  being  3 in  excess  of  1895. 

Heart  Disease — 15  deaths  occured,  directly  or  indirectly  due  to 
Heart  Disease.  Many  of  the  cases  were  due  to  Senile  Decay,  2 are 
returned  Mitral,  i as  Valvular  Disease,  i as  Angina  Pectoris  compli- 
cating Gout,  I as  Cardiac  Failure  in  Loco-motor  Ataxy,  i as  Cardiac 
Failure  in  Paralysis,  and  i as  Cardiac  Failure  in  Influenza,  This  shows 
a total  of  2 more  than  in  1895. 

New  Growths — Only  2 deaths  are  reported  under  this  head,  i due 
to  Cancer  of  the  Breast  and  the  other  to  Cancer  of  the  Stomach.  A total 
of  5 less  than  in  1895. 

8 Deaths  from  Injury  are  recorded — i from  Exposure  to  Cold,  in 
an  elderly  man  affected  with  Rheumatism,  who  fell  and  could  not  get 
up,  and  so  was  out  all  through  a cold  wet  night ; i from  a Broken  Leg 
in  an  old  man,  which  resulted  in  amputation,  but  his  tissues  were  too 
debilitated  to  heal ; i from  Broketi  Thigh  in  an  oldEmpyoemic  subject; 

I from  a Fall  from  a Cart,  which  resulted  in  Broken  Neck  ; i from 
Burial  Alive  in  a Sand  Pit;  i from  Lockjaw,  resulting  from  a punctured 
wound  from  a harrow  ; i from  Intussusception  in  an  Infant ; and  i to 
difficult  Protracted  Labour,  in  which  the  placenta  became  detached 
before  the  child  was  born. 
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10  Deaths  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  are  recorded  ; 3 of  Infantile 
Cotivulsio?is ; 2 of  Chrofiic  Cystitis  and  Urc^mia  ; i of  faundice  (cause 
uncertain)  ; i of  Intestinal  Obstruction ; and  i of  Melancholia  a7id 
Exhaustion. 

8 deaths  occured  in  the  Fordingbridge  Union  Workhouse,  and 
3 in  the  Fordingbridge  Nursing  Home. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Sickness  reported  amongst  Paupers 
is  1,220  in  the  Out-door  Department,  and  70  in  the  Workhouse. 
The  out-door  total  is  220  less  than  that  for  1895. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  1896,  the  working  of  the  Public  Health  Act  has 
gone  on  very  satisfactorily.  All  parts  of  the  District  have  been  visited 
and  inspected,  and  any  instances  of  insanitary  conditions  existing 
have  been  noted  and  investigated.  I have  assisted  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  with  my  advice,  and  where  necessary,  a special  report,  in 
all  cases  where  he  has  been  placed  in  any  difficulty. 

The  School  premises  throughout  the  District  have  been  periodic- 
ally inspected  and  reported  on. 

In  April,  I wrote  a special  report  to  the  District  Council  on  the 
abuse  of  roadside  ditches  and  drains,  by  the  collection  in  and  convey- 
ance through  them  of  soap-sud  and  other  putrefying  liquid  matter. 
I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  most  of  the  nuisances  specified 
as  arising  from  this  cause  were  forthwith  abated. 

In  May,  I reported  a rather  serious  privy  nuisance  at  Woodgreen, 
and  matters  were  speedily  put  in  a better  sanitary  state. 

On  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  one  of  the  Crown  Cottages 
in  the  New  Forest,  I endeavoured  to  get  the  house  enlarged  at  the 
time  of  disinfection,  but  was  not  very  successful  in  this  respect. 
However,  the  overcrowding  was  overcome  by  other  arrangements. 

A large  accumulation  of  vegetable  and  animal  refuse  had  occured 
under  one  of  the  arches  of  the  Bridge  which  spans  the  Avon,  joining 
one  part  of  the  Town  to  the  other;  after  a good  deal  of  trouble,  the 
nuisance  has  been  abated,  partly  by  the  digging  out  of  the  sand  and 
other  refuse,  and  also  by  removal  of  a privy  which  used  to  be  there. 

An  instance  of  overcrowding  under  the  Factory  Act  having  occured 
in  a workshop  in  the  Town,  I visited  and  inspected  the  premises  and 
made  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  principal  to  abate  the 
nuisance. 
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As  I hoped  in  my  report  for  the  year  1895,  the  question  of  the 
closure  of  the  Burial  Grounds  in  the  Town,  and  the  providing  of  a 
New  Cemetery  outside  of  the  Town  has  been  most  satisfactorily 
accomplished.  All  burials  in  the  old  grounds,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  ground  (specially  exempted),  and  specified  excep- 
tions in  other  grounds,  are  now  illegal,  and  the  New  Cemetery ‘is 
situated  about  of  a mile  from  the  Town,  in  a field  removed  a con- 
siderable distance  from  any  dwelling,  the  fall  of  the  water  being  in 
a direction  in  which  there  are  no  houses  at  all.  All  through  the 
negotiations  concerning  these  changes,  I was  in  constant  communica- 
tion with  Dr.  Hoffman,  the  Inspector  under  the  Home  Office,  Burials’ 
Act  Department,  and  assisted  him  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Town  and  neighbour- 
hood, &c.  I also  attended  all  the  Public  Meetings  on  the  subject,  in 
order  to  represent  the  question  from  a Sanitary  Point  of  View  to  the 
public. 

There  has  been  a good  deal  of  complaint  from  the  Verderers  of 
the  New  Forest  and  others,  concerning  the  pollution  of  Latchmore 
Brook,  by  chemicals  and  refuse  from  the  Shultze  Gunpowder  Factory, 
at  Fritham.  This  brook  rises  in  marshy  and  boggy  ground,  as  most 
forest  streams  do,  above  the  hamlet  or  village  of  Fritham  in  Ashley 
Walk.  On  its  way  past  the  factory,  it  is  made  use  of  as  an  outlet  for 
chemical  refuse  from  the  manufacture  of  Gunpowder ; the  stream  then 
passes  on  through  Amberwood,  Latchmore  bottom,  Ogdens,  Gorley, 
Hucklebrook,  and  so  to  the  River  Avon,  just  above  Ibsley.  At  the 
time  of  the  Autumn  Manoeuvres  in  1895,  the  water  from  this  brook, 
together  with  that  from  the  other  forest  streams,  was  analysed  by  order 
of  the  War  Office,  and  found  to  be  polluted,  and  was  forthwith 
labelled  on  their  maps  of  the  district,  and  also  actually  along  the 
course  of  the  stream,  as  unfit  for  man  or  beast  to  drink.  After  this, 
complaints  which  had  already  been  made  as  to  the  pollution  of  the 
stream,  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fry  in  its 
lower  reaches  became  more  urgent,  and  being  handed  from  one 
Authority  to  another,  it  was  finally  decided  by  the  General  Purposes’ 
Committee  of  the  Hants  County  Council,  that  it  lay  with  the  Fording- 
bridge  District  Council  to  investigate  and  deal  with  such  complaints. 
I have  myself  investigated  the  complaints,  and  find,  that,  in  the  first 
place,  I can  hear  of  no  instance  of  man  or  beast  being  injured  by  the 
water,  as  the  stream  is  too  well  known  for  human  beings  to  drink  from 
it,  and  that  cattle  avoid  it.  Some  even  aver  that  cattle  not  only  drink 
it  but  thrive  on  it.  I also  find  that  even  before  the  manufacture  of 
Gunpowder  at  Fritham,  the  water  was  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
firstly,  because  of  its  very  high  state  of  impregnation  by  peat,  and 
secondly,  because,  in  Latchmore  bottom,  is  a shallow  pond  where 


8 


cattle  congregate  by  hundreds,  especially  in  the  summer,  and  conse- 
quently the  water  is  contaminated  by  their  droppings.  In  the  winter, 
when  plenty  of  water  comes  down  the  stream,  the  water  seems  to 
suffer  very  little,  but  in  summer,  when  the  stream  almost  dries  up,  all 
these  various  causes  combined,  render  the  water  very  uninviting,  and 
I do  not  think  that  any  man  or  beast  is  likely  to  touch  it.  I am  aware 
that  this  does  not  justify  the  Shultze  Company  in  continuing  to  pollute 
the  stream,  but  from  what  I can  learn,  the  matter  is  likely  to  be  settled 
in  an  amicable  manner. 


There  is  still  no  system  of  Sewage  or  Refuse  Collection  in  the 
I’own.  There  has  been  no  necessity  for  any  special  report  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  nor  has  any  case  been  brought  before  the 
Magistrates’  Bench.  The  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  which 
requires  new  houses  to  be  certified,  as  having  good  water  supplies, 
before  being  inhabited,  is  not  at  present  enforced  in  this  District. 


I append 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR 


Schools  inspected  . . 

YEAR 

9 

Cottages  inspected.. 

1 29 

Lodging  houses  inspected. . 

2 

Slaughter  houses  inspected 

5 

Bakehouses  inspected 

19 

Workshops  inspected 

3 

Complaints  received 

25 

Filthy  houses  cleansed 

3 

Houses  disinfected 

22 

Overcrowding  abated  . . . 

3 

Houses  placed  in  habitable 
repair  . . 

2 

Houses  closed 

I 

A.  E 


OF  NUISANCES  FOR  THE 

I 896. 

Wells  sunk  or  supply  of 
water  improved . . ..  i 

WTlls  cleansed  or  repaired.,  i 

Privies  improved  or  altered.  . 15 
Animals  improperly  kept,  re- 
moved . . . . . . I 

Compensation  for  destruction 
of  bedding  . . . i 

Samples  of  water  analysed  . . 6 

Nuisances  reported  or  de- 
tected . . . . . . 38 

Nuisances  abated  . . . . 38 

Notices  served  . . . . 8 

ALEXANDER, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


At  the  time  of  closing  this  report,  I have  pleasure  in  stating  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one  mild  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  nearly  out  of 
quarantine,  the  District  is  free  of  Epidemic  Disease,  and  the  General 
Health  is  very  good  for  the  time  of  year. 

HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Office?'  of  Health  to  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  the  Fordinghridge  Union. 
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